Brendan McLaughlin, 

The Workers City Group, 
Glasgow. 


raid for keeping its pages 
izens of Glasgow have written 
treatment of Elspeth King and 


of Jack McLean and the 
range of comment has 
1 understand that it attracted 
lias ever received. In keeping 


Let me first applaud the Glasgow 
open to the letters which the c,' 
to express their outrage at >tie 
Michael Donnelly. 

The mischievous, misanthropic rantings 

misinformed racial ^etSmments apart, the range of comment^has 
been considereci'hnd intelligent 
the biggest mTo'stbag the Herald 

with the^firinciples of our democratic tradition, of which we 
are ajbiproud, the transition of a private-ill to a publie- 
istde requires tne actions of people which only become 
rff ^ c yifiiin Hip ri-ohe-eiven trss of a gr oup . 

That the 'Workers City Group' became involved in the the 
' Elspeth Kin™ Affair', is neither mysterious nor as sinister as 
some would like it to be. Moreover, that they are vociferous in 
tneir concern over the privatisation of the City-Centre and tne 
Glasgow Green, is consistent with the fears of many Glaswegians 
not least those who were displaced in tne demolition derby of 

the sixties and sevent ies — 77 , . . 

Out oT sight - out of mind seem to be the standing orders oi tne 
District Council. Central Government will not acknowledge their 
predicament nor credit their heritage, ergo, neither can we, 
laments the Labour Group leaders. So, many of those citizens ol 
Glasgow, condemned to live in Local Government controlled 
schemes which have turned into wastelands due to the refusal 01 
private investors to follow the people and Central Government 
to provide funds to pay for essential services, are furtner 
impoverished by the constant erosion of the municipal inorality 
on which they have come to depend. 

Perhaps the Labour controlled Glasgow District Council have 
forotten that the essential difference between a Labour 
Administration and a Conservative one is municipalism. Where 
public-works and provision of services not only creates much 
needed employment, but was intended to guarantee a basic 
standard of living below which people should not fall. 
“uTtTTsavage iiiTent, thjK'Conservative Government of the eighties 
lias declared opposition to any form of State involvement m 
balancing the effects of economic policies. ( If Maynard .eynes 
was alive today, he'd be turning, in his_grave ). 

It would seem that the Labour Pajpty have been so envious oi the 
electoral success of the Tories/that they decided to employ 
similar tactics. This, perhaps, could be slightly understood m 
that whenever a Labour Government is elected, It has to undo 
the damage that Tory policies have caused and tne biggest 
obstacle to social and, economic recovery is seen as the massive 
burden of municipal responsibility. 

ly be I'm wrong ... I ho >e I'.: wrong... but it is difficult to 
turn a blind eye to tie fearful developments which have gone 
on in Glasgow throughout the last decade. 


It's not a happy time for Local Authorities throughout Britain 
with the Central Government doing its utmost to dismantle and 
discredit them in order to undermine their threatening 
adherence to the democratic function. Among many other 
manipulations , the determined drive to sell off the Council 
housing stock and the imposition of the Poll-Tax have been 
designed to dilute the power of local democracy. 
JAotwiths-tanding, the Labour Group in Clasgow don 1 r^ha-ve— J lq_ 
compound the wrong by playing the same game with those people 
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Edmund Burke, the father of Tory Party Philosophy claimed that, 
once elected, he should be free to do what he thinks fit for 
his constituents. Labour Party Philosophy developed in direct 
opposition to this, yet, Pat Lally and his supporters would 
appear to have fallen into the same unilateral abyss. 
Glaswegians have watched in bemusement as their City was handed 
over to private developers to be refurbished, using local 
Authority grants, and sold to people who would normally never 
have considered living anywhere near the City Centre. 

Yes of course they are entitled to buy houses in 'The Merchant 
City' and they genuinely shouldn't be begrudged such a 
privilege, but what about the folk who were promised that they 
could return to the areas where they were brought up. 

It *3 well 'known that many people were delighted to move out to 
the schemes, but jusi -'as many had to be all but forced out of 
the areas of tugif birth. It's a matter of history that it 
wasn't longJjeTore the scheme dream was washed away in the 
dampn ass^ fnd rank abandonment which such living quickly became. 
Tfie Merchant City is now a populated ghost town... no weans, no 
prams at the close, no corner shops and none of the residents 
ever spied. They drive into their basement garages, ascend in 
the private lift to their floor and lock themselves in their 
houses. When they can afford it, they then buy a neat semi in 
one of tne owner-occuppier estates in the more desirable 
peripheral areas. Then the process starts again with another 
_ r msoiiablv well paid young transien t or city company. 

"I tie "point is, now the properties are in private Hands they are 
lost to the public housing stock forever and like it or lump 
it, citizens living in the appalling scheme houses are stuck 
there for good, forgotten. 

h .hat is al l — this to do with the City of Culture celebrations, 
Itne 'Workers City Group' and their highly visible support of 
Elspeth king and Michael Donnelly? 

Tf.La quit e simple . 

Take Michael kelly's l’rovostship as a starting, point. Lot many 
people thought that there was anything sinister about the 
'Glasgows biles better ' campaign . Indeed it las almost given Jr. 
kelly immortal status in the City. But when you peer closely, 
you will see that right down to the bright wee sunshine logo, 
everything about it was controlled by private franchise. 


However good intentioned the campaign claimed to be, it became 
a confection factory which chopped up the sinew of genuine 
Glaswegian culture, burying the tough and indestructable parts 
in the shallow foundations of a new glittery and glamorous 
Glasgow, and wrapping the rest up in sweety papers for tourists 
to suck. 

Pat La 11 y must have loved all of this as it left him free to 
continue ois power mongering and, anyway, he has a special 
liking tor tourists. He has been to Florence and has seen for 
himself what tourism can do. Well, so have many other people. 
The magnificent vistas and beautiful architecture have been 
well nurtured and protected by the hands of history and are a 
^ joy to behold. However, up and down the streets, you will be 
g" rapidly relieved of your holiday money by merchants and dealers 
and, even, the official local tourismo. In short, like most 
towns that depend on tourism, there is no visible integrity 
other than retail rip-off's and pathetic panhandling. People 
employed in these tourist traps are forced to accept very low 
wages for very Ion;-, hours and are paid off at the end of the 
holiday season. Such a place attracts chancers of all types and 
hypes and it is they who eventually call the shots as far as 
culture and listory is concerned — the character of the city is 
reduced to what it can sell. 


■Glasgow developed in nodern tines as a workers city. . .that is 
j t0 sa y» people came to glasgow to work. Indeed it is the case 
.that they were as often invited to move here to work by the 
industrialists who were desperate to employ men and women to 
keep up with the demand for their manufactures. Life was tough 
wages were bad and conditions were atrocious but the workers' 
struggled for better conditions and continue to do so to this 
;very. day. 

Unfortunately, with the economic and capital changes in the 
international world^^f^t5usiness , there iias beenja^-lroiig and 
rapid decline injjigsgow’s traditional indu^irrtes. The usual 
coricomitantsp^'unemployraent , occiepat-itinal drift, social 
P ro ilausjfldi major press are__oa^Local Government have now been a 

As Ur*. Lai 1 y says, 'Glasgow is the first unexpected Cultural 
Capital oi uorope'; perhaps it would be more apt to say 'the 
first unsuspecting Capital of burope' . It would be interesting 
to know how Glasgow was presented in the competition for such a 
title . 

file Corkers City Group don't make the same assumption as the 
district Council, that they know the direction that Glasgow 
should take in these post-industrial times. What we do know, 
however, is that to lie supine before the _taxt- of 
tourism. . .prescribed by doctor Lally, will alter the character 
ot Glasgow to a fawning, ephemeral excuse of a City where 
history will be sculpted into a shiny smiling statue of 
obsequience . 


Cur right of reply 
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What has happened to Hlspeth King Curator ^ 

attention on the whole issue of Glasgow as Culture City nyyu a a 
Us people. On that point alone there is agreement with Pat Lally. 
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Glasgow' and the 1990 jamboree. 

Mr Mark O'Neill on the other hand was heavily »d in 
The connection now being made by his own 

1°90 plans and the shameful treatment of ELsp.t.. K “g » S h d 

assertions by Labour/ Lally that there was no political interference w_„n rega 

c to the appointment of the Keeper of Social History. 


thnee of his political masters, and whose involvement m the sacKin = o 
of tee NaUonal Museum of Labour History in Manchester is well-documented. 

Political direct ior. 

rpfagt political direction is one of finding ways of accommodating and t ^ e 

commercialisation and privatisation of local council services as laid down by the 

Torv Government • 

Glasgow District Council, led by Pat Daily, has decided to put out to priv ate 
long-established principle of free access to our Museums and dalle: 


It has cut 10 f. off the budgets of all departments to pay for Culture City 1990. 
It has shed many hundreds of its employees' ^obs as part of the process of 
competitive tendering. 


Now it is about to hand over one third of Glasgow Green to private developers and 
make land available for private house-building on the Green. 

Glasgow's 'Labour' establishment is selling off the city's municipal silver to 
encourage the development of a new investoivfriendly Glasgow based on "cultural 
industries and tourism" ... .service industries, including financial services, 
administration, leisure and tourism". (All quotations from Councillor Lally), 

The transfer of £157,000 from the Summerston waste disposal project to make up 
the deficit on 'Glasgow's Glasgow' is just one indicator of this. 
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Unnamed Glasgow District Council executive sources are now telling the Glasgow 
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Political direction 

Tory Government. 


Glasgow District Council, led by Pat Lally, has Decided j-o put 
long-established principle of free access to our Museums ana Galler-es. 

It has cut 10fT off the budgets of all departments to pay for Culture City 1990 . 
It has shed many hundreds of its employees' ^obs as part of the process of 
competitive tendering. 
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Now it is about to hand over one third of Glasgow Green to private developers and 
make land available for private house-building on the Green, 

Glasgow's 'Labour' establishment is selling off the city's municipal silver to 
encourage the development of a, new investor-friendly Glasgow based on "cultural 
industries and tourism" ... .Service industries, including financial services, 
administration, leisure and tourism", (All quotations from Councillor Lally) . 

The transfer of £157,000 from the Summerston waste disposal project to make up 
the deficit on 'Glasgow's Glasgow ', |is just one indicator of this. 
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It has cut ICJs off the budgets of all departments to pay for Culture City 1990. 
It has shed many hundreds of its employees- jobs as part of the process of 
competitive tendering. 

Now it is about to hand over one third of Glasgow Green to private developers and 
make land available for private house-building on the Green. 
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Glasgow's -Labour- establishment is selling off the city-*s municipal silver to 
encourage the development of a new investor-friendly Glasgow based on "cultural 
industries and tourism" ... .service industries, including financial services, 
administration, leisure and tourism". (All quotations from Councillor Lally). 
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The transfer of £157,000 from the Summerston waste disposal project to make up 
the deficit on -Glasgow's Glasgow- is just one indicator of this. 
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The Culture of Capital 


Of the Cultural Capital of Europe title, Labour group leader says "We are going to 
milk it for all .it is worth" and use it to open up employment opportunities and 
attract relocations 0 

The cynical language employed here says it all as far as Pat Lally' s 'non-dilettante’ 
commitment to culture is concerned. 

Having failed over many years to fight to defend .jobs in Glasgow' s traditional 
industries, these misnamed labour leaders are now proudly proclaiming their misuse 
of culture as a commodity to encourage capitalist investment particularly in the 
low-paid, non-uni onised 'service industries' « 


The future they project for the working people of Glasgow is one of an underclass 
of people working for little more than their dole money who will serve and entertain 
the tourists, administrators and financiers 0 

This is indeed the culture of Capital. 

" A fact of life " 


We do not see culture as 'clever and classless and free' ie ripe for exploitation. 
On the contrary, it reflects prevailing class forces and much of it forms part of 
the ideological cement which helps to maintain power in the hands of the few. 

Much of the 1QQ0 Culture City programme consists of traditional bourgeois culture 
of a fairly unadve^rurous kind eg opera, theatre, ballet, art exhibitions etc. We 
are of course in favour of wider access to the best that bourgeois culture has to 
offer. 

Yet this is precisely where the contradiction arises, for so long as that culture 
is privately-controlled and inevitably seeks to command the highest price it can 
in the market place, it will continue to remain an elitist activity attended 
mainly by those who, can afford the kind of exorbitant prices charged by Pavarotti’s 
agent and the Harvey Goldsmith agency. 

Does Bob Palmer's favourite Castlemilk punter, if she (8r he?) exists, still feel 
satisfied after the Pavarotti concert which contained only minutes of her idol 
singing, at anything from £1 to £9 per minute depending on whether the original or 
tout prices were paid ? Or was the Pavarotti do not just one gigantic rip-off, 
sanctioned and promoted by Messrs Palmer, Lally and co. ? 

Similarly, in what way does the District Council's £400,000+ down payment towards 
Prank Sinatra coming to Ibrox do anything to promote the culture of the people of 
Glasgow ? 

The plain 'cultural* "fact of life" which Pat Lally appears so ready to accept is 
one of commercialism and greed 0 


An alternative culture 


There is an alternative culture to this commercial circus. One which is based on 
the struggle of oppressed people, who in Glasgow are working class people, together 
with those writers, singers, artists, playwrights , actors etc who identify themselves 
with that struggle. 

Glasgow has a rich tradition of such a culture and people, from Sandy Rogers and 
James Macfarlane in the 19th century up to Preddy Anderson, Alasdair Gray and Tom 
Leonard today. 
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Of the Cultural Capital of Europe title, Labour group leader says "We are going to 
milk it for all it is worth" and use it to open up employment opportunities and 
attract relocations 0 

The cynical language employed here says it all as far as Pat Tally's 'non-dilettante' 
commitment to culture is concerned. 

Having failed over many years to fight to defend jobs in Glasgow' s traditional 
industries, these misnamed labour leaders are now proudly proclaiming their misuse 
of culture as a commodity to encourage capitalist investment particularly in the 
low-paid, non-unionised 'service industries' 0 

The future they project for the working people of Glasgow is one of an underclass 
of people working for little more than their dole money who will serve and entertain 
the tourists, administrators and financiers 0 


This is indeed the culture of Capital. 

" A fact of life " 
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We do not see culture as ' clever and classless and free’ ie ripe for exploitation. 
On the contrary, it reflects prevailing class forces and much of it forms part of 
the ideological cement which helps to maintain power in the hands of the few. 

Much of the 1990 Culture City programme consists of traditional bourgeois culture 
of a fairly unadve^urons kind eg opera, theatre, ballet, art exhibitions etc. We 
are of course in favour of wider access to the best that bourgeois culture has to 
offer. 

Yet this is precisely where the contradiction arises, for so long as that culture 
is privately-controlled and inevitably seeks to command the highest price it can 
in the market place, it will continue to remain an elitist activity attended 
mainly by those who, can afford the kind of exorbitant prices charged by Pavarotti's 
agent and the Harvey Goldsmith agency. 

Does 3ob Palmer's favourite Casilemilk punter, if she tor he) exists, still feel 
satisfied after the Pavarotti concert whi oh contained only 32 minutes of her idol 
singing, at anything from SI to S5 per minute depending on whether the original or 
tout prices were paid ? Or was the Pavarotti do not just one gigantic rip-off, 
sanctioned and nroraobed by Messrs Palmer, tally and 00 . ? 
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Similarly, in what way does the District Council's £400,000+ down payment towards 
Frank Sinatra coming to Ibrox do anything to promote the culture of the people of 
Glasgow ? 


The plain 'cultural' "fact of life" which Pat Tally appears so ready to accept is 
one of commercialism and greed 0 


An alternative culture 
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There is an alternative culture to this commercial circus. One which is based on 
the struggle of oppressed people, who in Glasgow are working class people, together 
with those writers, singers, artists, playwrights , actors etc who identify themselves 
with that struggle. 




Glasgow has a rich tradition of such a culture and people, from Sandy Rogers and 
James Macfarlane in the 19th century up to Freddy Anderson, Alasdair Gray and Tom 
Leonard today c 
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This kind of cultural activity has in fact been growing in and around the city in 
recent years, as it has in Eastern Europe, South Africa and elsewhere. It has taken 
place independently of the 1990 bandwagon, and continues to flourish. 

as possible 

What the 1990 Festivals Unit has tried to do is take as muchy(of this cultural 
development under its wing and try to use it for its own economic and political ends. 

It is because they do not wish to be used in this way that some of our best writers 
and cultural workers will have nothing to do with the Festivals Unit or their money. 


Of course the most notable of this year' s official events have been those like 
the Ruchazie Street Project and Govan Stories etc which have involved and given 
free expression to the (extra-) ordinary people of the west of Scotland. 

The acid, test of these and other of the year's cultural activities will be how 
far they continue to grow and develop once 1990 is over. 


Tells the truth 


We are not against culture , on the contrary, we are wholly in favour of a culture 
which tells the truth about the world, both natural and social. Such a truth cannot 
but cut through the false images and myths of the Merchant/ Culture City created by 
the well-paid (and -heeled) advertising companies employed by the District Council. 

Such a culture cannot but reveal Glasgow as a city of enormous contradictions, 
ridden with class divisions between those suffering intolerable poverty and housing 
conditions and the minority of "well-heeled" rich. It is one of the most proletarian 
of cities with a strong tradition of struggle, whose working people are again 
growing in self-confidence, and who can and will put an end to the kind of dirty 
work being done to Glasgow Green and elsewhere by the friends of the property 
developers. 


Such a live culture is much more than the kind of spectator sport which the tourist 
trade "surveyors like Councillor Dally would have us believe. It releases all of the 
creative energies which this society has suppressed, stunted or misdirected. 

Once released, such energies cannot but have political consequences, as the downfall 
in Eastern Europe of more powerful Stalinist regimes than Group leader Dally' s has 
shown. 


All the facts 

V/e want to know all the facts about the finances and cost of Culture City 1990, 
including its sinking Marie Celeste of a flagship, 'Glasgow's Glasgow'. 

We want to know all the facts about the umpteen property deals affecting Glasgow' s 
public parks and other municipal land. 

V/e ’want to know all the facts about Frank Lafferty' s dealings with Glasgow District 
Council . ■ 

What about an interim account and assessment of this halfway through 1990, Councillor 
Dally ? 


Workers City 

Those who know us will know that the last thing we are. is a group of dilettantes. 

As for hvsteria, that seems to be coming exclusively from the direction of Neil 
" I demand that you stop " Wallace, depute director of festivals, and Pat 'cultural 
milker' Dally. 

Councillor Daily's talk of"whingers"and tt the pre-poverty lobby" sounds much the same 
as the Tories denouncing those who dare to criticise their attacks on the poor. 
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Cnee released, such energies cannot but have political consequences, as the downfall 
in Eastern Europe of more powerful Stalinist regimes than Group leader Dally* s has 
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As for hysteria, that seems to be coming exclusively from the direction of Neil 
” I demand that you stop " VTallace, depute director of festivals, and Pat ’cultural 
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Cagrpal gn 

We intend to continue to campaign throughout 1990 and beyond to expose the Council' s 
follies of 1990) and to defend Elspeth King, the Glasgow Green and the people's 
culture in the Glasgow Keelie 1 .’ 

We will also continue to develop our own cultural activities whether in prose, 
poetry, song, imaginative politics, other media or in our own series of Workers 
City Uights, 

Those who wish to help us are welcome to come along to our open meetings in the 
Sootia Bar any Monday night. 

Yes, the future of our city is in the hands of its people rather than in the 
Council's. Let the politicians know what you think. 


Sd Donaldson 

Leslie Poster 

Jeanette McGinn 

J ack Withers 

Norman Bissell 

Ian McKechnie 

Tommy Keyes 

Parquhar McLay 

Elaine Smith 

Jim Kelman 

Brendan McLaughlin 

J im McKay 


Hugh Savage 
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Campaign 


We intend to continue to campaign throughout I99O and beyond to expose the Council' s 
follies of I99O, and to defend Elspeth King, the Glasgow Green and the people's 
culture in the Glasgow Keelie’J 

We will also continue to develop our own cultural activities whether in prose, 
poetry, song, imaginative politics, other media or in our own series of Workers 
City Slights. 

Those who wish to help us are welcome to come along to our open meetings in the 
Scotia Bar any Monday night. 

Yes, the future of our city is in the hands of its people rather than in the 
Council's. Let the politicians know what you think. 
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Canroaiar. 


We intend to continue to campaign throu^iout I99O and beyond to expose the Council' s 
follies of J 990, and to defend Elspeth King, the Glasgow Green and the people' s 
culture in the Glasgow Keelie” 

We will also continue to develop our own cultural activities whether in prose, 
poetry, song, imaginative politics, other media or in our own series of Workers 
City Nights. 

Those who wish to help us are welcome to come along to our open meetings in the 
Scotia Bar any Monday night. 

Tes, the future of our city is in the hands of its people rather than in the 
Council's. Let the politicians know what you think. 
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